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Oakland County CISMA receives new grant to support invasive species 
management 

  

Oakland County Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (Oakland County 
CISMA) is excited to announce that they have been awarded a $60,000 grant from the 
Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program. This grant will begin in summer 2021 and will 
support staff time for public outreach, coordinating invasive species control, and early 
detection and response to new invasive species.  

Oakland County CISMA Executive Committee Chair Amy Hillman says “we are excited 
to continue serving Oakland County residents through webinars, online outreach, boat 
washes and work day events. We are grateful to the Michigan Invasive Species Grant 
Program for helping us continue this important work.” 

Erica Clites, Oakland County CISMA director, notes that the CISMA will continue to 
coordinate road right-of-way management of Phragmites throughout the county thanks to 
funding from the Road Commission for Oakland County and local municipalities: 
“Comprehensive management of Phragmites ensures a consistent and cost-effective 
approach. This year CISMA staff will re survey many townships to update our mapping 
and better track our progress.” 

Matt Einheuser, Rochester Hills natural resources manager, adds “I appreciate having 
the CISMA available to lead county-wide early detection and response projects for 



 

 

species like the aquatic plant European frog-bit. These efforts help keep new invasive 
species from reaching our city.”    

 
The Michigan Invasive Species grant program awarded 3.6 million dollars in this year’s 
grant cycle, funding 29 projects that aim to prevent new invasive species introductions 
and support the management and control of widely established invasive species, among 
other goals (https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDNR/bulletins/2c72a5b).   

The Oakland County Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (Oakland County 
CISMA) is a collaboration of 40+ partners founded in 2014 to support functioning 
ecosystems and enhance quality of life through invasive species management. Find the  
full list of partners here:  https://oaklandinvasivespecies.org/current-members/ Learn 
more by following Oakland County CISMA on Facebook and watching our videos on 
YouTube. 
 

 

Phragmites along a road 
right-of-way in Oakland 
County. Photo credit: Ben 
VanderWeide 

 

 

 



 

 

European frog-bit, a state watch list species 
that has been found in the Novi area. 
Oakland County CISMA, in partnership with 
local watershed councils, is leading an effort 
to expand surveys for this species. Photo 
credit: Emily Messick, Oakland County 
CISMA. 


