
GARLIC MUSTARD*
Garlic mustard is a cool 
season herbaceous biennial 
that looks different between its two 
growth seasons. During its first year, 
it produces low clusters of leaves 
(basal rosettes) which remain green 
through winter. The second year, it 
              sends up a flowering stalk and 
                   can grow up to 3 feet tall. It 
                       has alternate leaves with toothed 
                          margins. This plant’s regular flowers     
                           with four white petals bloom   
                            beginning in late April and seeds be-  
                            come viable shortly after flowering.
                           When crushed, young plants have a 
                         strong garlic scent. Each plant can  
                       produce thousands of seeds. 

Dame’s rocket is an herbaceous bi-
ennial or short-lived perennial. This 
plant has alternate, toothed leaves that 
are narrowly pointed and become 
smaller as they ascend the stem. It has 
regular flowers with four petals 
arranged in clusters that bloom 
lavender, pink or white between 
mid-May through July. The 
flowers often emit a clove-like 
aroma and produce long, 
cylindrical seed pods. A single 
plant can produce 20,000 
seeds! It is often confused 
with phlox, which has 
opposite leaves and five 
petals per flower.

Eliminating invasive biennial species by hand-
pulling is a multi-year process. The tall plants you
can pull are second-year plants. First-year plants
will continue to grow until they can be pulled the
following year. If there are too many plants to pull
yourself, invite friends and neighbors to join you!
Provide garbage bags and gloves for volunteers.
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Hand-pulling over repeated years
can be an effective means of control.
Target second-year plants in the
spring to early summer before they
go to seed. Plants should be pulled
only if the entire root can be
removed so they do not re-sprout.
When adult plants are pulled, 
 juvenile plants will have less
competition for survival and will
need to be managed the following
year. The best time for removal of
garlic mustard and dame's rocket in
southeast Michigan is May.

DO NOT COMPOST!
Pulled plants should be bagged
and taken to a land-fill or dried and
then burned. 

www.oaklandinvasivespecies.org
www.facebook.com/occisma
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This project was funded by the Michigan
Invasive Species Grant Program. 
www.michigan.gov/invasives

Contact your local CISMA
for help with invasive
species identification 
and control.

www.misin.msu.edu/species-training/
www.bit.ly/MI-Garlic-Mustard-Treatments
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