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SPRING: Monitor Phragmites in late May or early 
June and decide whether it needs treatment this year.

SUMMER: Ask contractors for bids and sign contract 
by August 1. Treatment may begin in mid-August.

FALL: Complete all Phragmites treatments before the 
first frost, otherwise treatment may not be effective.

WINTER: Winter is the best time to remove dead 
stalks. Along lakes, wait until the water is frozen. 
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 TO TREAT PHRAGM
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After several 
weeks, look for plant 

yellowing that shows 
evidence of treatment. 
Monitor how many plants come 
up the next year and contract for 
additional years of treatment if 
necessary. Dead Phragmites stalks will 
remain standing for years after treatment. You 

can add mowing or a prescribed fire 
to improve the situation 
or have community 
volunteers cut down 
the dead stalks. 

AFTER HERBICIDE TREATMENT

FIND MORE INFORMATION
The Oakland County 

Cooperative Invasive 
Species Management Area 

(CISMA) is a partnership of local cities, 
villages, townships, county agencies and 
conservation organizations working to control 
invasive species. More information is available 
from your municipality and at:

                 Oakland County CISMA website: 
       www.OaklandInvasiveSpecies.org/

                 Oakland County CISMA Facebook page:
       www. Facebook.com/OCCISMA

                  Michigan Invasive Species Program
        www.bit.ly/mi-phragmites
                  Phragmites Adaptive Management Framework 

  www.GreatLakesPhragmites.net/PAMF/

This project was funded by the 
Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program 

www.michigan.gov/invasives
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Phragmites 
(Phragmites australis), 
also referred to as common 
reed, is a highly invasive grass 
that thrives in our wetlands. 
Phragmites is an aggressive invader in 
Southeast Michigan. A small patch quickly 
becomes difficult and expensive to control. 
Phragmites crowds out cattails and other native 
plants, harming the wildlife that depend on them. 
Phragmites can block shorelines and beach 
access and clog retention ponds and drainage 
ditches. Phragmites infestations 
reduce property values and are 
a fire hazard when dry. 

PHRAGMITES IDENTIFICATION

MANAGING 
PHRAGMITES

Make sure the 
contractor has a valid 

Michigan Pesticide 
Applicator Business License 
(ask for a copy). Check that each 
employee doing the work is a certified 
Pesticide Applicator in the Core, ROW and 
Aquatics categories.

After requesting bids, review the following:

Timing: Phragmites treatment should take place 
between mid-August and mid-October. 

Herbicide selection: Phragmites is generally
treated with glyphosate or imazapyr. Imazapyr 
remains in the soil longer and can impact trees—
use caution. The herbicide and adjuvant should 
both be aquatic-safe. 

Application method: In most cases, herbicide 
will be sprayed on the leaves using a backpack 
sprayer or ATV/truck-mounted sprayer. This is 
called “foliar application” or “foliar spray.”

Insurance coverage: Read all legal components 
of contracts and ensure coverage is adequate.

Permitting: Confirm that the contractor will hold 
the permit required for application of herbicides 
near water and determine who will cover those 
costs.

Cost: Most contractors will have 
a minimum cost of $125-150 
and then charge per acre.

Decontamination: Ensure 
the contractor will clean all 
equipment between sites to 
prevent transporting invasive 
species into your area.

FINDING A 
QUALIFIED 
CONTRACTOR
Check with your municipality. If they 
have a Phragmites treatment contract, you 
may be eligible for a free quote. 
Visit OaklandInvasiveSpecies.org/Resources 
for a list of contractors who 
provide aquatic invasive 
species chemical control. 

For small projects, contact 
the Oakland County CISMA 
to see if there is an option to 
combine with other projects 
to reduce overall cost.

FOR HERBICIDE TREATMENT

CHOOSING A CONTRACTOR 
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Phragmites rhizomes 1.�
extend deep into the soil, making 
physical removal nearly impossible. 
Mowing will not kill the plant and may increase 
its spread. Small infestations not located in 
standing water can be treated by following the 
Oakland County CISMA brochure for homeowner 
treatment: http://bit.ly/phragmites-brochure�
Phragmites growing in water that maintains a 
consistent water level can be cut below the water 
line using raspberry cane cutters. Contractors 
can provide herbicide treatments or large-scale 
cutting. 3. 4.

https://oaklandinvasivespecies.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/phragmites_brochure.pdf
https://www.leevalley.com/en-us/shop/garden/garden-care/pruners/10242-raspberry-cane-cutter?item=ED725
https://oaklandinvasivespecies.org/private-land/
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/0,4610,7-125-1569_16988_35288-11993--,00.html

