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www.oaklandinvasivespecies.org
www.facebook.com/occisma

JAN
   FEB

   M
A

R    APR   MAY    JUNE  JU

LY
  A

U
G

   
SE

PT
  O

CT   N
OV   DEC

WINTER  
 

 
  SPRING    SUMM

ER
  

 
 

   
  F

ALL

SPRING: Monitor knotweed and decide whether it 
needs treatment this year. 
SUMMER: Ask contractors for bids and sign contract 
one month before treatment begins.
FALL: Complete all knotweed treatments before the 
first frost; otherwise, treatment may not be effective.
WINTER: Remove dead stalks and compost to prepare 
for future treatment.

FIND MORE INFORMATION
The Oakland County 

Cooperative Invasive 
Species Management Area 

(CISMA) is a partnership of local 
cities, villages, townships, county agencies 

and conservation organizations working to 
control invasive species. More information is 
available from your municipality and at:

                 Oakland County CISMA website: 
               www.OaklandInvasiveSpecies.org/
                 Oakland County CISMA Facebook page:
               www. Facebook.com/OCCISMA
                 Minnesota Department of Agriculture, 
                 Comparing Knotweeds:
               bit.ly/comparing-knotweeds
                 MISIN - Midwest Invasive Species Information Network
               bit.ly/MISIN-JKnotweed
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A GUIDE FOR WORKING 
WITH CONTRACTORS

W
HEN TO TREAT KNOTW

EED

After several 
weeks, look for plant 

yellowing that shows 
evidence of treatment. 
Monitor how many plants come 
up the next year and contract for 
additional years of treatment if neces-
sary. Dead knotweed stalks will 
remain standing after treatment. 
You can remove dead stalks 
after treatment and compost
them, as they will not re-grow.

AFTER HERBICIDE TREATMENT



There are multiple 
treatment options for 
invasive knotweeds. These 
include both chemical and non- 
chemical options. Resprouting and 
seedling emergence may continue for 
years, so additional treatments will likely be 
required. If you have only a few knotweed 
plants, you can consider treating it yourself. Each 
treatment requires landowner's permission.
Follow the Oakland County CISMA 
brochure for homeowner’s treatment: 
bit.ly/Knotweed-Guide

NON-CHEMICAL CONTROL METHODS:
     Hand-pulling: Only shallow-rooted 
     (a few inches deep) fragments can 
     be effectively hand pulled and removed. 
     Place removed fragments in the garbage.

CHEMICAL CONTROL METHODS 
used by contractors:
     Hire a contractor to treat 
     Japanese knotweed with 
     a herbicide. 

     Foliar Spray: Herbicide is sprayed 
     onto the leaves (foliage) of the plant. 
     This is the most common method 
     used to treat large patches.

FINDING A QUALIFIED 
CONTRACTOR 

    1. See if your municipality has a contract in place to 
         cover permit costs and give you a free quote. 
         Check Oakland County CISMA website private 
         lands treatment for more info:
         oaklandinvasivespecies.org/private-land

    2. Check the Oakland County CISMA “Resources”  
     webpage for contractors who provide terrestrial 

  invasive species chemical control.

3. Especially if you have a small project, 
contact the Oakland County CISMA to 

see if there are other projects 
going on in your area. Combin-

ing projects will reduce the 
overall cost. 

Cut Stem: 
The plant is cut and 
herbicide is dropped 
into the hollow stem.

Stem Injection: Herbicide is 
injected directly into the hollow
stem of the knotweed plant.

         DO NOT MOW: Knotweed can be 
      easily spread by mowing as small 
      fragments can grow into new plants.

          DISPOSAL: Make sure you dispose of any plant 
       material in the garbage, do NOT compost! 

TREATING JAPANESE KNOTW
EED

CHEMICAL NAME FOR
CONTRACTOR USE 

APPLICATION 
METHOD

TREATMENT 
TIMING

AQUATIC 
APPROVED

NOTES

IMAZAPYR

AMINOPYRALID

GLYPHOSATE

IMAZAMOX

Light foliar spray

Foliar spray or cut stem

Herbicide injection 
or cut stem

Foliar spray or cut stem

Late August to 
first frost

Between stalks 
reaching 3-4' tall 
and early summer 

During growing 
season through fall

At least 60 days 
before first frost 

Yes

No

Yes

Yes, with 
aquatic adjuvant

Active in soil for 2-3 years; tree 
mortality possible at rates > 0.5%

Use aquatic approved formulation

Expensive; if applying to dense 
stands consider off target effects

Active in soil for 18 months; 
sensitivity in some tree species

Note: all herbicide labels must be followed, and some sites may require permits. Reference to chemical products does not imply endorsement.

FOR HERBICIDE TREATMENT

CHOOSING A CONTRACTOR 

Make sure the 
contractor has a valid 

Michigan Pesticide Applica-
tor Business License (ask for a 
copy). Each employee doing the 
work needs to be a Certified Pesticide 
Applicator. Employees are certified in 
different categories. For knotweed work, they 
should be a Certified Pesticide Applicator with 
certificates in Core and Ornamental application.

After requesting bids, review the following:

Timing: Knotweed treatment should take place 
between May and September.

Herbicide selection: Knotweed is generally 
treated with Glyphosate, Imazapyr, Imazamox, or 
Aminopyralid (non-aquatic formulation). 
Imazapyr remains in the soil longer and can 
impact trees--use caution. The herbicide and 
adjuvant should both be aquatic-safe if treating 
near water. 

Application method: In most cases, herbicide will 
be sprayed on the leaves using a backpack 
sprayer or ATV/truck-mounted sprayer. This is 
called “foliar application” or “foliar spray.” It may 
also be injected in the cut stems.

Insurance coverage: Read all legal 
components of contracts and ensure coverage 
is adequate.

Permitting: Confirm that the contractor will hold 
the permit required for application of herbicides 
near water and determine who will cover those 
costs.

Cost: Most contractors will have a minimum cost 
of $125-150 and then charge per acre.

Decontamination: Ensure the contractor will clean 
all equipment between sites to prevent 
transporting invasive species into your area.


